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From the Leader of the Council 
Your Ref:  
Our Ref: Leader/2013-01/053 
 
Boris Johnson 
Mayor of London 
Greater London Authority 
City Hall 
The Queen’s Walk 
More London 
London SE1 2AA 
 
Monday, 21st January 2013 
 
 
CLAPHAM FIRE STATION 
 
 
Dear Boris, 
 
Later today members of the London Fire and Emergency Planning Authority 
will vote on your proposals to close 12 fire stations across Greater London, 
including Clapham Fire Station. We are writing to urge you think again before 
pushing ahead with these closures. 
 
Five days ago our borough experienced a fatal helicopter crash in Vauxhall. 
Fire crews from Clapham, Lambeth and Brixton fire stations played a vital role 
in tackling the fire and protecting the public. In light of the tragedy at Vauxhall 
we believe it is vital that local fire stations, including Clapham, are protected to 
ensure the fastest possible response times to emergencies. 
 
Given the density of population and the number of fire hotspots in the 
surrounding area we believe it is extremely unwise to consider closing 
Clapham fire station. 
 
In order for our residents to understand your thinking behind the proposals, I 
would be very grateful if you could publish: 
 
1. Any research you have conducted into the impact of closing Clapham 
fire station on response times and public safety. Will response times increase 
or decrease as a result of your proposals? 
 
2. The operational case for closing Clapham fire station 
 
3. Full details of the discussions that you and your officials have had with 
respect to disposal of Clapham Fire station and the estimated sale value that 
is being sought; 
 



London Borough of Lambeth  
Leader’s Office 
Town Hall  Telephone: 020 7926 1167 
Brixton Hill             Facsimile: 020 7926 2049  
London SW2 1RW             www.lambeth.gov.uk 
 

2

 
The role of London’s fire services at Vauxhall last Wednesday shows the 
importance of fully resourced emergency services. The speed in which fire 
crews were able to respond to the first reports of the helicopter crash was vital 
in helping those who were injured and protecting the public. 
 
We urge you to reconsider your plans to close Clapham Fire Station in the 
interests of public safety. 
 
Best wishes,  
  
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Lib Peck 
Leader of Lambeth Council 

 


